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The noted author and literary scholar, Samuel Hynes, has remarked that there has been no
great book on the Korean War, a significant gap in American military letters. It may be hoped that
this account will help to meet at least part of that challenge.This is a narrative of John Nolan's
experience as a Marine rifle platoon leader in Korea in 1951, the pivotal year of the Korean War.
Much of it reads like a journal, but it also includes the experiences of a half-dozen other Marine
lieutenants fighting through the fog-shrouded mountains of the East-Central front during the year
the war turned around. Individually, their heroism marked some of the top combat events of that
time. Taken together, these accounts tell the story of fighting that year when the last Chinese
offensive was stopped cold and the UN forces slugged their way back over the 38th parallel to
the final line that exists today, more than a half century later.The lieutenants came from all over
and were educated at the Naval Academy, Notre Dame, Miami University and College of the
Pacific. As Marine rifle platoon leaders, they were all wounded, some several times, and
abundantly decorated. And since Korea, their lives have spanned a broad range of experience.
Charlie Cooper retired as Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific; Joe Reed was a
top executive at AT&T and later led the reorganization of Chicago's public schools; Jim Marsh
left his enduring mark on the Marine Corps and the vast new USMC building at Quantico is
named for him; Walter Murphy, a leading educator, author and novelist, was the McCormick
Professor of Jurisprudence at Princeton; Bill Rockey had a distinguished Marine Corps career,
as did his father before him; Eddie LeBaron was voted early into the College Football Hall of
Fame and later led the NFL in passing during his years with the Washington Redskins and the
Dallas Cowboys. John Nolan has practiced law in Washington, D.C. since shortly after returning
from Korea.What People Are Saying"Great book! John Nolan has written a magnificent account
of the Marines in action during the Korean War. It is a story about the Marine spirit and ethos.
Every American should read this with pride in the Corps of Marines."General Anthony C. Zinni,
USMC (Ret.)"It's a wonderful book. The writing is superb; it flows, it's moving, highly descriptive
and strikes just the right tone - neither laconic nor emotional. Every Marine should read
it."Haynes Johnson, Journalist, Author"This is a book about Marines, ordinary Americans who
under unimaginable pressures do the extraordinary day after day. You will laugh. You will cry. And
after reading John Nolan's memoir, you will have a far more profound understanding of the
barbarity of war."Mark Shields, Columnist; Commentator, The NewsHour"John Nolan's timeless
story of men in battle during the heavy fighting in Korea, 1951, bears all the marks of a classic -
good men, hard men, decent men in brutal, near-constant combat. What they accomplished in
those battles would be reflected later in their lives - those who kept them - as many would
become highly successful in the Marine Corps and in other careers."Colonel John W. Ripley,
USMC (Ret.) (The Bridge at Dong Ha) "John Nolan learned about leadership the hard way -
leading a Marine rifle platoon in close combat in Korea. He is modest, honest and tough. And his
memoir is a compelling read."Evan Thomas, Newsweek"If you don't know how a few good



Marines helped prevent the Korean War from becoming the world's most dangerous war, then
join Lt. John Nolan's 1st Platoon, Baker Co., 1stBn, 1st Marines, 1st MarDiv. The Run-Up to the
Punch Bowl is a clear-eyed, gritty, rich day-by-day account of what makes Marines go up the
hill."Roger Mudd, The Hi

About the AuthorJohn Nolan joined Baker Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine
Division in Korea in the Spring of 1951 and served there for the remainder of the year. During
most of that time, a period of intense activity, he was the rifle platoon leader of Baker Company's
1st platoon. He was wounded and decorated (The Silver Star, Bronze Star w/ Combat "V",
Purple Heart) and left Korea on New Year's Eve, 1952. Shortly after returning to the States, he
wrote articles about the war that were published in PlC Magazine and The Marine Corps
Gazette, an article on "Tactics and the Theory of Games" published in Army Magazine, and
several articles on public issues for Commonweal.After law school, Nolan was a law clerk to
Justice Tom Clark, Supreme Court of the United States, and then joined the Washington law firm
of Steptoe & Johnson, where he is currently a partner. He worked in the Kennedy Presidential
Campaign in 1960. In 1962 and early 1963, with New York lawyer James Donovan, he helped to
negotiate release of the Cuban Brigade, a project that involved extensive intermittent contact
with Fidel Castro in Havana over a period of several months.In 1963 and 1964, he served as the
Administrative Assistant to the Attorney General (Robert Kennedy) and was active in civil rights
and desegregation efforts in the South and in counter-insurgency initiatives in emerging nations
in South America, Africa and the Far East. He helped manage Robert Kennedy's Senate
campaign in New York in the fall of 1964 before returning to Steptoe & Johnson. In the years that
followed, he advanced all of Robert Kennedy's foreign trips and, as Special Counsel to the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Refugees, spent four weeks in Vietnam shortly
before the Tet offensive. He handled national scheduling and advance for Robert Kennedy's
Presidential Campaign of 1968.Nolan has been a long-time Moderator of Aspen Institute
Executive Seminars. He was a Visiting Fellow at Cambridge University, England, in 1987 and
again in 1992. He practices law in Washington, D.C., and he and his wife live in Bethesda,
Maryland.
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ACCLAIM FORTHE RUN-UP TO THE PUNCH BOWL “Great book! John Nolan has written a
magnificent account of the Marines in action during the Korean War. It is a story about the
Marine spirit and ethos. Every American should read this with pride in the Corps of
Marines.”General Anthony C. Zinni, USMC (Ret.) “It’s a wonderful book. The writing is superb; it
flows, it’s moving, highly descriptive and strikes just the right tone—neither laconic nor
emotional. Every Marine should read it.”Haynes Johnson, Journalist, Author “This is a book
about Marines, ordinary Americans who under unimaginable pressures do the extraordinary day
after day. You will laugh. You will cry. And after reading John Nolan’s memoir, you will have a far
more profound understanding of the barbarity of war.”Mark Shields, Columnist; Commentator,
The NewsHour “John Nolan’s timeless story of men in battle during the heavy fighting in Korea,
1951, bears all the marks of a classic—good men, hard men, decent men in brutal, near—
constant combat. What they accomplished in those battles would be reflected later in their lives
—those who kept them—as many would become highly successful in the Marine Corps and in
other careers.”Colonel John W. Ripley, USMC (Ret.) (The Bridge at Dong Ha) “John Nolan
learned about leadership the hard way—leading a Marine rifle platoon in close combat in Korea.
He is modest, honest and tough. And his memoir is a compelling read.”Evan Thomas,
Newsweek “If you don’t know how a few good Marines helped prevent the Korean War from
becoming the world’s most dangerous war, then join Lt. John Nolan’s 1st Platoon, Baker Co.,
1stBn, 1st Marines, 1st MarDiv. The Run-Up to the Punch Bowl is a clear-eyed, gritty, rich day-by-
day account of what makes Marines go up the hill.”Roger Mudd, The History Channel “This
excellent book is a tough, realistic account of Marine ground combat. And the leadership
principles involved are directly relevant today.”Admiral Charles R. Larson, USN (Ret.) “There are
few things more dangerous—or rewarding—than leading a Marine rifle platoon in combat, as
John Nolan did in the Korean War. Fortunately for us all, he’s lived to tell about it. And no one
who reads his book will again wonder about the wrenching experience that goes with
responsibility for the lives of young Americans under fire—under orders to take that Hill, silence
that machine gun, cover that Marine on your flank, recover the body of that Marine on your other
flank. And on. This is a real book about real war, real Marines. It’s terrific!”Jim Lehrer, The
NewsHour The Run-Up to thePUNCH BOWL A Memoir of the Korean War, 1951 JOHN
NOLANCopyright © 2006 by John Nolan.Library of Congress Control Number:2005910023  Har
dcover 1-59926-762-4Softcover1-59926-761-6ebk978-1-4653-1620-2 All rights reserved. No
part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.This book was printed in the
United States of America. To order additional copies of this book, contact:Xlibris
Corporation1-888-795-4274Orders@Xlibris.com30448 ContentsPrefaceChapter 1Chapter
2Chapter 3Chapter 4Chapter 5Chapter 6Chapter 7Chapter 8Chapter 9Chapter 10Chapter



11Chapter 12Chapter 13Chapter 14Chapter 15Chapter 16Chapter 17Chapter 18Chapter
19Chapter 20Chapter 21Chapter 22Chapter 23Chapter 24NotesSourcesThe Seventh Basic
ClassAcknowledgments For Joan PrefaceDuring 1951, the second year of the war in
Korea, I servedthere as a rifle platoon leader in the First Marine Division. For about six and a half
months, I was in Baker Company, First Battalion, First Marines, and I had Baker Company’s first
platoon for most of that time. Then I was briefly the S-2 (intelligence officer) of the First Battalion
before being rotated back to the States early in 1952.Clearly, my role in the Korean War was
minor. And I was not even there for the memorable and storied events of the war: the Pusan
perimeter, the landing at Inchon, and the Marines’ heroic breakout from the Chosin Reservoir.
But when I got to Korea, we were still in the attack, moving north from Wonju in something called
Operation Killer, and well into the fall of 1951 there was hard fighting on combat patrols as well
as in the attack. The peace talks had started during that summer, and the front stabilized along
lines that both sides held until the armistice, two years later, in the summer of 1953.Korea is
sometimes referred to as the forgotten war, and because it happened more than a half century
ago, it would be fair to ask, “Why write about it now?” The answer in my case requires a little
explanation.The first part of the answer is that for me Korea was a formative experience,
memorable perhaps because at the time it was the only thing I’d done other than go to school. To
this day, I remember some of my experiences in Korea so vividly that I think of them, often in the
face of threat or uncertainty. The advantage in thinking of them at times like that is that they can
usually make the present look like a piece of cake.Another part of the answer is that it has taken
me a very long time to distill the experience and really to understand it. So I like the thoughtful
observation of another Marine that to understand “the changes that war has made in a man
requires the passage of time and the establishment of distance from the remembered self.” Even
more, I like his further thought that “it isn’t surprising that most war memoirs come late in life, that
memory dawdles and delays.” I have dawdled and delayed, but if I hadn’t, I’m not sure I’d have
gotten to these recollections with the perspective I now have.That perspective includes the view
that war experiences are significant because, unfortunately, wars have been much more
prevalent than we might think, more the rule than the exception. Will Durant, in looking back over
all of recorded history, is supposed to have found that there were only twenty-nine years when
there was not a war going on someplace in the world. The twentieth century, of course, was
bloody, indeed. Including Korea, America fought four major wars in the twentieth century. And
the twenty-first has not started out much better. There are wars all over the world today, and in
Iraq, we may be seeing a new development, the war beyond the war. World history confirms that
wars have been almost continuous and that they have been often considered and written about
years after the fact. Tom Brokaw isn’t the only one concerned with the war experiences of an
earlier generation.I might say a few words about pulling these recollections together. During the
time I was in Korea, I thought I might someday write about the experience. A diary or journal
would have helped for that purpose, but it seemed to me not to be a good idea generally. At any
rate, I didn’t keep one. But what I did do was write letters home regularly—sometimes daily—



and in the letters, I tried to keep track of where we were and what we had done. Because those
letters were to my family who kept them at my request, they constituted together an almost daily
record of the time I spent in Korea. They provided the structure, a dated chronology that I have
found useful in this writing. Because I’ve written from the letters—often updating them—this is
not a journal. But it is the functional equivalent of a journal, and much of it may be read like
one.After my return from Korea, I put the letters aside. There was too much else going on. I did
write a few magazine articles about Korea, and from time to time, I’d talk about the war, usually
with other Marines. But for many years, I was too busy to get back to writing about it.When I
looked at the letters recently, and when I thought of writing about the experience, I recalled a
number of questions I’d had earlier, questions that I’d never answered. There was more I wanted
to know about Korea itself, how it had fit into the Cold War, how we happened to be there, and
what impact the conflict there had had on the present. Fortunately, there is now a lot of material
available on these subjects, and I’ve been able to tap into it. In sum, the result of that reading
can be found, mostly in the first chapter of this book.More difficult were my efforts to get in touch
with Marines I’d served with in Korea. Although we were all young then, fifty years is a long time
to look back. Many of those who survived Korea are gone now, and others are hard to reach, or
even hard to find. There have been a couple of recent reunions of the Seventh Basic Class I was
in at Quantico. And at Eagle River, Wisconsin, in 1986, there was a reunion of Baker Company,
First Battalion, First Marines, the rifle company I served in. Contacts at those gatherings helped
to fill in some of the gaps.For getting in touch with those who served in the first platoon of Baker
Company, I’ve had the invaluable assistance of Vic Heins, a sergeant who was our platoon guide
in 1951. He now lives outside Seattle, and he’s done an extraordinary job of staying in touch with
the other Marines of our platoon. With his help, I’ve managed to talk with many of them, I believe
almost all who are still available. Those conversations have contributed significantly to this story
and to my feeling that I’ve got it as close to right as I can get it.I’ve also been able to talk at length
with six others from the Seventh Basic Class, who went out to Korea when I did, right after we
finished at Quantico. They served there as rifle platoon leaders around the same time I did, and
their experiences were similar to mine, but more distinguished, or more extensive, or notable for
some other reason. They all excelled as infantry combat leaders in the Korean War. Their stories
are included here because they are some of the highlights of what we were doing there, top
individual achievements of Marines in that year, 1951.In a chapter called Musings, I recount
some of my impressions of war and the Marine Corps based on our experiences. Generally,
these are the impressions of Marine rifle platoon leaders in Korea in 1951, but they may
represent the experience of others who fought on the ground in other wars as well. And, finally,
the last chapter includes an update on the lives after Korea of some of the Marines whose
actions figure prominently in the pages of this book.
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Joseph J. Pausner, Jr., “Combat Memoir. The Run-Up to the Punch Bowl is a fascinating memoir
by John Nolan. His Naval Academy and Marine Corps Basic School training stood him in good
stead as a platoon leader whose assignment took him to the "forgotten war" in Korea. When he
signed up for the Marine Corps, an immediate combat assignment was pretty far from his mind,
as the world was at peace following World War II. Less than a year after graduating from the U.S.
Naval Academy at Annapolis, John found himself a newly married, graduate of a foreshortened
Marine Corps Basic School course at Quantico, Virginia, boots on the ground in Korea. He
devotes most of his memoir to the doings of the people he was serving with and little of his own
accomplishments, which earned him a Silver Star, the Bronze Star with Combat "V" and the
Purple Heart..I've known John, and his wife Joan, for more years than I like to remember. He's a
fascinating gentleman who has many remarkable accomplishments in his life-time. His Marine
Corps service in Korea is only a small part of his life but the main emphasis of this book. By
writing this memoir, for posterity's sake, I'm glad he did it. While he's not a Stephan Ambrose, he
tells it like it was, down and dirty, hungry and cold, wet and scared shiftless. Being there, he's a
true hero of the greatest generation.I really enjoyed reading his book, having known the man. I
wholeheartedly recommend this book to anyone interested in first person accounts of what it
was really like trying to inspire a platoon of combat Marines to greater efforts while cold, wet,
hungry, and in the mud with a lot of unfriendly North Korean and Chinese infantrymen trying
making you keep your head (and other parts) down. This is a story of heroism in the face of
enemy fire without heroics.It is also a story of many of the other members of Nolan's Marine
Corps Basic Class and a tribute to their devotion to duty, and their accomplishments both in
combat and in their subsequent careers. Our nation can be proud of these men, our United
States Marines who valiantly served in Korea. We can thank John Nolan sharing their stories
with us.”

Frank C. Wilson, “Combat in Korea. Well written, professional edited and explicit details of the
Korean War combat. I was in the Army during the Korean War fromJuly 1951 to July 1953, but
was assigned to NATO in France. Every day, we checked the dead and wounded for our
friends.Every American should read this book and find out what our men went through to protect
South Korea and the USA. And, the details of combatto take a hill that nobody remembers
should rest in our memory forever. We should all thank John Nolan for his months of
combat.And, we must never forget that about 54,000 American troops were killed in the three
years of the war not counting the wounded.Thank you Mr. John Nolan for your service and
writing letters home so you would have the basis for this superb book.”

Karen Knowles, “Run Up to the Punch Bowl. What powerful, absorbing, gritty, and realistic
book! This is a ground-level view of a tough campaign. It tells you - it immerses you in - what it



was, and is, like to be in daily combat against a determined and resourceful adversary.John
Nolan served with a remarkable group of enlisted men and officers. His trust in and admiration
for their courage and devotion are apparent. But he also digs deeper, exploring how different
men demonstrate courage in different ways. Our country is fortunate that people like them are
willing to take up arms in its defense. And we're fortunate that John Nolan has told their story
and his so eloquently and well.”

rufnek, “Brought back Memories.. I served in Fox Company, 2nd Battion, 1st Marines during this
period in Korea. We fought shoulder to shoulder with John Nolan's outfit.I have read several
books on the Korean War but none have ever described this period of the war as fought by the
1st Marines. The book brought back a flood of memories and also gave names and history to
many of the places we were that I had no idea of while there. Anyone interested in the Korean
War will enjoy this book.Thanks, Mr Nolan”

bill parker, “as a Marine I thought it was good saw names of Marines I knew or had heard .... as a
Marine I thought it was good saw names of Marines I knew or had heard of , my Marine brother-
in-law Kia  in Punchbowl 2nd batt wpns co 5th Marines”

The book by John Nolan has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 34 people have provided feedback.
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